
 

January 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Peter Silvestri  
Chairman Zoning and Building Committee 
118 N. Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
 
Chairman Silvestri: 
 
The Illinois REALTORS® thank you and your office for hosting meetings 
regarding the proposed Residential Tenant and Landlord Ordinance (RTLO). 
Over the past few months, we have spent hours discussing the proposal. 
Between your efforts and those of Commissioner Degnen, we have worked 
toward a more balanced approach in the proposed regulation for residential 
rentals in suburban Cook County.  
 
While the latest version includes some significant improvements, we must 
continue to point out the negative impact of such a sweeping Ordinance. 
Regulations such as the RTLO end up increasing the costs of housing. In Illinois 
there is a shortage of affordable rental housing. It is this lack of supply that 
also puts a strain on tenants.  To assume that this Ordinance will not have a 
financial impact—and, as a consequence, higher rents—is unrealistic.   
 
Furthermore, we have consistently asked for the small “mom and pop” 
owners to be exempt beyond the existing owner occupancy and residency 
requirements.  We continue to believe that “mom and pop” landlords (such as 
those who own only one home/condo or a small apartment building) should 
be excluded from the Ordinance especially considering how difficult it is to 
operate in some suburban communities throughout the County. This County 
RTLO is an additional burden in municipalities that already regulate on 
habitability and safety (through systematic inspections and landlord 
licensure).  
 
We acknowledge that this is a somewhat better Ordinance than the originally 
introduced one.  However, the REALTORS® must continue opposition based 
off the deep concerns for the potential negative ramifications this Ordinance 
will place on property owners. 
 
Again, we appreciate your leadership and ability to coordinate the meetings 
among impacted groups. Thank you for your time and attention to this 
important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Adriann Murawski 
Local Government Affairs Director  
Illinois REALTORS®|Chicago Association of REALTORS®  


